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And this is especially true of the public opinion
which is needed at great junctures in history to
lift human affairs from one plane to another. The
kind of thinking which Adam Smith did cannot
be done by a minister who has to direct a public
department, to control a parliament and to fight
elections.

The public opinion which is needed to lift the
course of human affairs to a higher plane must from
its nature be religious in the truest sense of that word.
It is for that reason that churches play an indispens-
able part in such movements. The abolition of slavery
is a typical case in point. That negro slavery was
incompatible with the relations of man to God and
of men to each other, as expounded by Jesus Christ,
became clear to most thoughtful Christians whose
minds were not obscured by the fact that they owned
slaves, or belonged to a slave-owning community.
The public opinion which enabled statesmen to abolish
the institution of slavery was created by Quakers and
the Evangelical movement.

The abolition of slavery was a simple case,
because all that was necessary at the moment was
to abolish a definite institution regardless of cost,
to forbid a particular practice. As Professor Huxley
once said: "Before we can do right we must first
know what it is right to do". In this negative case
of slavery, the churches had no difficulty in knowing
what was right. For them to create the opinion on
which statesmen could act was merely a question of
time and persistence.

The churches are now appealing to statesmen to
abolish war. In doing so they voice an overwhelming
mass of public opinion outside their ranks as well
as within them. And statesmen have tried to respond.
The League and the Kellogg1 Pact are among the
results.

If the reasoning advanced in these pages is sound,